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MEDIA ADVISORY
Event – “Forgotten Crops” 

Exhibition and Tasting of “Elkana” Member Farmers’ Produce
26.12.2009, 15:30-18:30

St. Trinity Cathedral Youth Spiritual and Intellectual Development Center 
of Georgian Patriarchate 

On 26 December 2009, the Association “Elkana” will hold an event – “Forgotten Crops” – Exhibition and Tasting of “Elkana” Member Farmers’ Produce” The event will take place in the St. Trinity Cathedral Youth Spiritual and Intellectual Development Center of Georgian Patriarchate. The purpose of the event is promotion of old Georgian crops and organic farming.

The facilitation of organic farming, the restoration of Georgian indigenous crops, the widening of a market share of locally grown products, the support to rural tourism development – this is a list of issues on which the Association “Elkana” is working.  Today the organic products produced by the Association member farmers are sold in Tbilisi supermarkets.
Patriarchate of Georgia is supporting organic farming and agrobiodiversity conservation. His Holiness and Beatitude Catholicos Patriarch of All Georgia Ilia II states in his 2009 Christmas Epistle: “I think we have good possibilities of producing organic and competitive agricultural products and good prospects for consolidating our position on the world market as such. Therefore, while the unique Georgian agricultural crops have been preserved, each of us must do all in order to make this goal a reality.”

The participants of the event held at the Trinity cathedral-based Youth Centre will have the opportunity to taste the products of the “Elkana” member farmers: wine, tea, honey, sunflower oil, bread baked from the Georgian (Tsiteli Doli) wheat flour, as well as old Georgian traditional dishes prepared on the basis of such widely popular in earlier times crops as wheat, Italian millet, chickpea, grass pea, faba bean and millet. At present these crops are critically endangered. The protection and preservation of local agrobiodiversity are among the priorities of “Elkana”, thus the organization promotes the cultivation, distribution and sustainable utilization of these crops in Georgia. 
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